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Sunday, November 8Best of the Festival
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7:30 p.m.
Summit of Excellence Award
Sponsored by 
Canadian Mountain Holidays

2009 Recipient: Sid Marty
(see page 17)

Banff’s beautiful fused glass awards are 
hand-crafted by Twin Vision Glass 
www.twinvision.fusedglassartists.com

Film Awards
Introduction of the international 
jury and announcement of the 
2009 Banff Mountain Film 
Festival awards

8 p.m.
Screening of a selection of 
award-winning � lms

Eric Harvie Theatre

9:05 p.m.
Break

9:25 p.m.
The Wildest Dream

(UK, 2009, 90 min)
Director: Anthony Geffen
Producers: Anthony Geffen, 
Claudia Perkins
In person: Conrad Anker
George Mallory was obsessed with 
becoming the � rst person to conquer 
Mount Everest. Last seen 250 
metres below the summit in 1924, 
he disappeared into legend as the 
clouds rolled in. His death stunned 
the world. Seventy-� ve years later, 
climber Conrad Anker found Mallory’s 
frozen body with his belongings 
intact. The only thing missing was a 
photograph of his wife, Ruth, which 
Mallory had promised to place on the 
summit. Haunted by Mallory’s story, 
Conrad returns to Everest to unravel 
the mystery of his disappearance. The 
� lm is narrated by Liam Neeson and 
features the voices of Ralph Fiennes, 
and the late Natasha Richardson.
First Canadian Screening.

Margaret Greenham Theatre

9:10 p.m.
Break

9:30 p.m.
In Nansen’s Footsteps

(Norway, 2009, 104 min)
Director: Tore Rosshaug
Producer: Terje Dale
In 1895, Fridtjof Nansen and Hjalmar 
Johansen left the ice-bound Fram 
and headed for the North Pole. 
They miraculously arrived at Vardø 
the following years. On May 1, 2007, 
Børge Ousland and Thomas Ulrich 
started at the North Pole; it took 
them one and a half months across 
treacherous summer drift ice to reach 
Eva Liv Island, northeast of Franz 
Josef Land. From there they continued 
from one island to the other until they 
reached Cape Flora to the south on 
July 24. The � lm also looks back at 
Nansen’s expedition 111 years earlier.
Contains some nudity.
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Eric Harvie Theatre (live) and Margaret Greenham Theatre (simulcast)
Sponsored by Mountain Equipment Co-op and The North Face

Guest speaker: Dean Karnazes
Dean Karnazes has expanded the limits of human endurance. Men’s Fitness said, 
“Dean Karnazes might just be the � ttest man on the planet,” yet it is his unique 
ability to inspire people of all abilities and backgrounds that truly sets him apart. 
An internationally recognized endurance athlete, Karnazes has pushed his body and 
mind to inconceivable limits. He has raced and competed on all seven continents. 
Among his many accomplishments, he’s run a 135-mile ultra-marathon across Death 
Valley in 120-degree temperatures and a marathon to the South Pole in minus 
40 degrees. He’s run a 200-mile relay solo, racing alongside teams of 12, and has 
completed a 350-mile run. In 2006, he ran 50 marathons, in all 50 U.S. states, in 50 
consecutive days, � nishing with the NYC Marathon, which he completed in 3 hours 
and 30 seconds. Karnazes landed on the New York Times bestseller list with his book 
Ultra Marathon Man: Confessions of an All Night Runner, and in 2008 published 
50/50: Secrets I Learned Running 50 Marathons in 50 Days.
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Max Bell Auditorium 

Guest speaker: Valery Babanov
Valery Babanov is a climbers’ climber. His resume reads a bit like a tick list of all the 
possible hard ascents in the world. Babanov’s experience ranges from speed ascents 
on peaks in the late 1980s and early 1990s in his native Russia, to big walls on 
El Cap, to solo � rst ascents on the highest summits of the Himalaya. His notoriety 
when it comes to hard alpine routes is legendary and makes him a force to be 
reckoned with on the international climbing stage. Even as he ages, he refuses to 
relent and the hard expeditions continue. Often his partners cannot keep up. His 
persistence and determination have most recently taken him to an attempt on 
Annapurna earlier this year. In 2008, in true Babanov style, he successfully completed 
a new route on Broad Peak and another on Gasherbrum II in a three-week siege. 
However, his successes have not come easily. Join us as he shares stories of summits, 
hardship, and failure on some of the most renowned peaks on the planet.

9 p.m.
Presentation of the 2009 John Lauchlan Memorial Award to 
Chris Atkinson and Chris Jones.

9:05 p.m.
Break

9:20 p.m.
Caravan of Dreams

(Poland, 2007, 45 min)
Director: Marek Klosowicz
Producer: Wojciech Szumowski
The life of Wanda Rutkiewicz, one of 
Poland’s most famous mountaineers, 
was full of secrets. Some people adored 
her; others hated her. Why? This � lm 
brings her life closer to the viewer, who 
may conclude that she walked two 
paths that were growing apart as the 
years went by. But then in 1992 came 
a year when those paths met.

10:08 p.m.
Grit Flick: Slab and Crack

(UK, 2009, 12 min)
Director/Producer: Alastair Lee
Britain’s top female climber, Lucy 
Creamer, tries her luck on Slab and 
Crack, a bold and dif� cult gritstone 
route. If she is successful, it will be 
the hardest gritstone ascent by a U.K. 
woman. New to the headpointing style 
of ascent, Creamer has many doubts 
along the way in this personal � lm.

10:23 p.m.
Way of the Mountain

(Poland, 2007, 44 min)
Director: Marek Klosowicz
Producer: Wojciech Szumowski
Voytek Kurtyka’s ascents are among 
the most dif� cult in the history of 
mountaineering. In 2002, Climbing 
magazine recognized his climb of the 
west face of Gasherbrum IV as the 
greatest achievement of the 20th 
century in the Himalayas. In this � lm 
Kurtyka discusses his way of life — 
a way that is full of mysticism 
and mysteries.

* In person
Program subject to change.
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