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New Conceptual Framework

• Web accessibility is not and should not be a 
one interface fits all effort

• Accessibility should be about enabling a 
match between user needs and options for 
content type, control and display

• Accessibility could be just as important to a 
user accessing content through a portable 
device as to a user with a disability



Things Said at Participate! 
Collaborate! That Relate:

• don’t need to try to create a unique interface 
but rather need an adaptable interfaces 

—René Barsalo
• we must create a “natural environment”

—Cathy King
• malleability is more important than 

uniformity”
—Ron Waakary



Facilitating Accessible 
Collaboration

1. Support collaborative/transformative 
process by individuals

2. Support for automated collaboration 
across technologies

3. Practical aspects of collaborative tool 
interface design



Collaboration by Individuals

• Supporting multiple 
authorship

• Alternatives to 
copyright

• Simple authoring 
technologies 

Metadata 
specifications 
Creative Commons 
Open Access
Transformation tools 
and authoring tools



Automated Collaboration

• The Semantic Web provides a common framework 
that allows data to be shared and reused across 
application, enterprise, and community 
boundaries. (W3C)

• "The Semantic Web is an extension of the current 
web in which information is given well-defined 
meaning, better enabling computers and people to 
work in cooperation." -- Tim Berners-Lee, James 
Hendler, Ora Lassila, The Semantic Web, 
Scientific American, May 2001 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?articleID=00048144-10D2-1C70-84A9809EC588EF21&catID=2


Inclusive Collaborative Tools

• Consider that individuals will have different ways 
of interacting with collaborative tools and will 
have different needs in the collaborative contexts

• Content that is not accessible could be made 
accessible if individuals have access to free and 
effective tools for modality translations

• Authors who want to make accessible content 
need tools that will help them identify and correct 
barriers



TILE (The Inclusive Learning 
Exchange)



A-Chat



A-Communicator



CapScribe



A-Checker 
(http://www.atutor.ca/achecker/demo.php)





Relevant Links
• http://inclusivelearning.ca (TILE)
• www.w3c.org (World Wide Web Consortium)
• www.imsglobal.org (IMS Metadata Specs)
• www.Sakaiproject.org (SAKAI)
• http://creativecommons.org (Creative Commons)
• www.inasp.info/peri/free.html (Open Access)
• http://www.doaj.org/home (Open Access)
• http://osconf.kmdi.utoronto.ca/multimedia_archiv

e.htm (Archive of Open Access Conference)
• www.cnice.utoronto.ca (Accessible Tools)
• www.utoronto.ca/atrc (ATRC)
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