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What is Amenity Migration?

Movement of people to places, 
permanently or part time, 
principally because of the actual 
or perceived higher environmental 
quality and cultural differentiation 
of the destination.
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Migration Dynamic of High Amenity Places



Amenity Migration in Mountain Areas 
(2007)
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Amenity Migration in Mountain Regions 
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Source:  http://www.statcan.ca IAMC 2008

Some High Amenity Canadian Towns 
Average Housing Cost (All Types)
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1996 2001 2006

1996 $183,033 $151,237 $156,087 $119,952 $393,610
2001 $263,022 $161,393 $148,131 $97,115 $568,664
2006 $725,500 $201,909 $224,000 $1,240,000

Canmore, 
AB Nelson, BC Penticton, 

BC
Princeton, 

BC
Whistler, 

BC

**

* From building permits.

http://www.statcan.ca/


Some High Amenity US Towns 
Median Housing Cost (All Types)
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1990 2000 2006

1990 $116,700 $99,000 $112,400 $68,800 $58,900

2000 $247,800 $182,800 $367,000 $137,300 $109,800

2006 $560,000 $292,600 $839,500 $332,250 $209,600

Truckee, CA Santa Fe, NM Jackson Hole, 
WY

Bozeman, MT Coeur d' 
Alene, ID

Source: http://www.census.gov IAMC 2008

http://census.gov/
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RESPONSE TO AMENITY-LED MIGRATION: 
REACTIVE        PROACTIVE

PRESENT

• little understanding or slow realization
• unstrategic, piece meal & reactive

response 
• anti-planning ethic with change 

being ratified not guided

EMERGING

• growing local opposition to  degrading  
environmental & cultural change

• more planners understanding pattern & 
significance

• increasing search for means to address 
the phenomenon 



Source: Sonoran Institute (2006) Gallatin County’s Future: It’s Our Legacy
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