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TOSCA

by Giacomo Puccini

ACT |
ACT I
ACT Il

Interior of the Church of St. Andrea Della Valle
Scarpia’s room in Farnese Palace
A terrace at the San Angelo castle
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IR ESSTIORY.

The story of ““Tosca’’ takes place in Rome, in the year 1800, at the time when the
the city was in the throes of a struggle between the Buonapartists and the monarchy.

ACT |. Angelotti, former Consul of the Roman Republic, and now a political prisoner,
has just escaped and has been instructed to go to the foot of the Madonna at the Church
of St. Andrea, where he will find the key to the Chapel of the Attavanti Family where he
can hide.

The Sacristan enters, followed scon after by an artist, Mario Cavaradossi, who resumes
work on the painting of The Magdalene. He has been using the face of an unknown lady
who comes to the Church as a model. After the Saczristan leaves, Angelotti comes out from
hiding and recognizing Mario, he asks him for assistance and food, but the voice of Tosca
(a famous opera star and Cavaradoss:’s fianzee) is heard calling for Maric. He gives Ange-
lotti the basket of food, which the Sazristan has left, and hides Angelotti in the Chapel again.

Tosca enters, suspicious that Mario has been in the company of another woman, and
her jealousy is further aroused when she sees the painting of the Magdalene and she recog-
nizes the Countess Attavanti. Cavaradossi succeeds in calming her and she leaves. Ange-
lotti emerges from hiding and they hear the shot from the cannon of the fortress which sig-
nals the escape of a prisoner. Cavaradossi takes Angelotti to a secret hiding place near his
villa.

The Sacristan and the choir enter rejoicing over the defeat of Napoleon (which turns out
to be false news). In the midst of the rejoicing, Scarpia and his police arrive, searching for
Angelotti, who has been tracked to the church. The frightened Sacristan finds the empty
basket of food, and Scarpia discovers a fan in the Chapel (part of the disguise left for An-
gelotti by his sister). Scarpia concludes that Cavaradossi must have aided Angelotti.

Tosca returns to tell Mario that she must sing at the victory celebrations that evening,
and Scarpia rouses her jealousy again by showing her the fan that he found, After Tosca
leaves, the Choir chants a Te Deum, during which Scarpia vows that he will possess Tosca.

ACT Il. Scarpia is having dinner, waiting fcr news of Angelotti and Cavaradossi. He
hears Tosca singing for a party the queen is holding on the terrace below, and he sends
word that he has news of her Mario. Spoletta enters and tells Scarpia that he could not find
Angelotti. Scarpia flies into a rage until he learns that Cavaradossi has been arrested and
brought in for questioning. Tosca enters just as her lover is being sent to the torture chamber.
While Scarpia talks to Tosca he describes what is happening to her lover. She cannot endure
the sound of Mario’s agony, and she tells where Angelotti is hidden.

Mario is released and brought into the room. The scene is interrupted by the news that
Napoleon has defeated the Italian troops. Mario rejoices and gives a shout of victory. Scarpia
in a fury orders Cavaradossi to be hanged.

After Cavaradossi has been taken away, Scarpia bargains with Tosca for her lover’s life.
The price? She must yield to Scarpia and in return she will receive Mario’s life and free
conduct to leave the City for both of them. She agrees to the terms, but while Scarpia is
writing the document she sees a dagger lying on the table and picks it up. When he advances
to take Tosca into his arms, she kills him.

ACT Ill. Cavaradossi is brought from his cell and told that he has only one hour to
live. He bribes the Jailer to allow him to write a farewell note to Tosca.

Tosca arrives and tells him how she has won their freedom and that she has murdered
Scarpia. She explains that there is to be a mock execution. But she does not know the full
extent of Scarpia’s villany. He has ordered a real execution.

The firing squad arrives and Tosca watches in amusement as they perform their duty.
They leave and she rushes to Mario and calls to him to rise. He does not answer, and she
discovers that he is dead. In the meantime Spoletta has discovered Scarpia’s body and
comes to arrest her. Before they can seize her, Tosca climbs to a parapet and leaps to her
death.
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