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The story takes place on o barge anchored in the Seine River in Paris. 

T ime: the present 

Mtche i , the owner of the barge, is s tanding gaz ing at the sunset. Geor
gette, his young wi fe , comes out of the cabin, and speaks to h i m M i che l sus
pects thot she has fa l len in love w i th someone else. 

The stevedores, T inco , To ipa and Louis, stop t h e r work to have a gloss 
of wine and dur ing their short rest, a possing ergon-grinder furnishes music 
for dancing, 

Frugolo, a rag-picker, comes look ing for her husbond To ipo, meets 
Georgette, and dur ing the conversat ion, Georgette reveals her dissotisfoc-
tion wi th her l i fe on the barge, and her wish to live in Poris, 

The stevedores, haying f in ished the i r work, disperse, ieoving Georgette 
and Louis alone. They ore b i t te r about the i r to te which keeps them opar t , 
and arrange a meet ing later that n ight They decide upon a s ignal . W h e n 

Georgette th inks it wil l be sofe for Louis to re turn , she wi l l l ight o match . 
Hav ing everyth ing o r ronged , Louis deports 

W h e n M i che l returns, he pleads w i th Georgette He recoils the i r hoppy 
doys together before the death of the i r ch i l d , when she and the ch i ld used 
to nestle under his c loak, but she avoids h i m , and goes in to the cab in M iche l 
is cer ta in tho t she is u n f o i t h f u i 

Th row ing his c loak over his shoulders, he stonds t h i n k i n g A f t e r a few 
moments he takes out his p ipe, ond l ights a ma t ch . Louis, h id ing in the 
shadows, sees the l igh t , and t h i n k i n g it is the signal, leaps onto the barge 
M i che l sees the f igure He recognizes Louis and seizes h i m by fhe th roa t 
A f t e r f o r c i ng a confession f r o m Louis, M iche l strongies h i m A t this mo 
ment M i che l heors his wife's voice. He wraps his c iook around the body 
and sits on the bench, ho ld ing the body in his arms 

Georgette oppears f r o m fhe cobin . She is f r i gh tened , and sorry for the 
lonely f igure of her husband. She wants to nestle under his cloak. M iche l 
opens the c loak and the body of her lover fa i ls a t her feet 

INTERMISSION — FIFTEEN MINUTES 
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Because it was p roh ib i t ed f i rs t p roduct ion in England by the censor, 
The Shewing Up of Blanco Posnet (1909) has the most remarkab le history of 
Shaw's short plays and rivals that of the best of his mo|ar ploys. Show, ever 
the protagonist in the cont inu ing bot t l e agoinst stage censorship, d i rec t l y 
accused the K ing of keeping his ploy o f f the stage, since fhe Lord Chamber-
ioin, the censor, was a member of the King's household ond not a por t of the 
government As the bot t l e grew hot , W i l l i a m Butler Yeats and Lady Gregory, 
outraged by such t r eo tmen t of England's best p ioywr igh t , took up Shaw's 
cause and produced " B i a n c o " a t Dubl in 's Abbey Theat re m the face of the 
heovy opposit ion of the Lord L ieutenant , the English V iceroy in i re iond , who 
threorened to close the Abbey i f the p loy was produced Show became the 

centre of o controversy tha t led to his oppeoronce before o commit tee of 
Par l iament appointed to exomine the pract ice of stage censorship "B ianco 
Posnet" was subsequently produced in Engiond in 1913 when the Abbey 
Theof re brought its product ion to London 

Show's " s e r m o n " of Bianco Posnet hos been cr i t i ca l l y iobeied one of 
Show's most rel igious ploys as he shows God reaching out and touch ing men 
when they least expect i t Blanco's pose as a bod man is thwor ted when 
"goodness " strikes h im l ike l i gh tn ing 

" T h e Shewing Up of Bianco Posnet" is presented os o Workshop Pro
duc t ion by students in the A c t i n g classes its rehearsal per iod was l im i t ed 
to two weeks, and only m i n i m u m costumes and scenery have been used 
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