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COSI FAN TUTTE

(WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT)
by
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

Libretto by Lorenzo da Ponte
English translation by Ruth and Thomas Martin

By permission of G. Schirmer, Inc.
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Servants: s namras John Leberg, Toronto, Ontario
Stephen Smith, Edmonton, Alberta

TIME AND PLACE - EIGHTEENTH CENTURY NAPLES

THE STORY OF “COSI FAN TUTTE”
ACT |

Don Alfonso, a cynical bachelor, discussing the constancy of women with Ferrando and
Guglielmo, involves them in a wager to test the virtues of their respective fiancees, Dorabella
and Fiordiligi. Setting the plot in motion, Don Alfonso visits the girls, making them believe
that their lovers have been ordered to the front, and soon the young officers bid the girls
farewell.

The saucy maid, Despina, advises the despondent ladies to console themselves with
other suitors, and in disgust Dorabella and Fiordiligi depart. This gives Don Alfonso an op-
portunity to enlist Despina as an ally and Ferrando and Guglielmo are introduced as “’Alban-
ians” to the unsuspecting ladies. The new suitors are not well received and the ladies leave
to lament their absent fiancees. The rejected Albanians subsequently take poison and Dora-
bella and Fiordiligi, moved by such devotion, relent a bit as a ‘““doctor’” restores the men to
health.

ACT 11

Despina’s urgings persuade the ladies to amuse themselves with the Albanians. Gug-
lielmo, encouraged by Despina and Alfonso, woos Dorabella and gives her a locket. Fiordiligi,
full of misgivings, proposes to join Guglielmo at the front. Ferrando threatens to kill himself
unless she vows her love, and Fiordiligi’s resistance is overcome.

A double wedding is prepared and as the couples are about to have their vows legaliz-
ed by a “notary,” the return of the officers is announced. Panic-stricken, the ladies push
their Albanian lovers into another room and greet Ferrando and Guglielmo who reappear in
uniform. The men reveal their disguises, and accept the apologies of the repentant ladies.
With everything forgiven, the lovers are re-united.

THERE WILL BE A 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION BETWEEN ACTS
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In Banff:
The Hon. J. W. Grant MacEwan, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and Mrs.
The Hon. H. C. Strom and Mrs. Strom
The Hon. Senator Donald Cameron and Mrs. Cameron
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kun
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The Hon. J. W. Grant MacEwan, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and Mrs.
The Hon. H. C. Strom and Mrs. Strom
His Worship Mayor Harry Veiner
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Payne

In Lethbridge:
The Hon. J..W. Grant MacEwan, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and Mrs.
The Hon. H. C. Strom and Mrs. Strom
His Worship Mayor A. C. Anderson and Mrs. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Dew

In Calgary:
The Hon. J. W. Grant MacEwan, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and Mrs.
The Hon. H. C. Strom and Mrs. Strom
His Worship Mayor Jack Leslie and Mrs. Leslie
Dr. and Mrs. A. W. R. Carrothers
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Johnston
Dr. and Mrs. F. Terentiuk
Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Harvie
Mr. and Mrs. C. O. Nickle
Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Swanson

In Edmonton:

MacEwan

MacEwan

MacEwan

MacEwan

The Hon. J. W. Grant MacEwan, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and Mrs. MacEwan

The Hon. H. C. Strom and Mrs. Strom

The Hon. Robert C. Clark and Mrs. Clark

The Hon. Ambrose Holowach

The Hon. Ray Reierson and Mrs. Reierson

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kaasa

His Worship Mayor Ivor G. Dent and Mrs. Dent
Dr. and Mrs. W. H. Johns

Dr. and Mrs. John W. Gilles
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