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OSI FAN T U T T E 
(WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT) 

by 

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 

Libretto by Lorenzo da Ponte 
English translation by Ruth and Thomas Martin 

By permission of G. Schirmer, Inc. 
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George Reinke, Toronto, Ontario 
July 29th, 31st, August 2nd 
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July 28th, 30th, August 1st 

Donald Oddie, Vancouver, B.C. 
July 29th, 31st, August 2nd 

Lois McDonall, Toronto, Ontario 
July 28th, 30th, August 1st 
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Stephen Smith, Edmonton, Alberta 

TIME A N D PLACE - EIGHTEENTH CENTURY NAPLES 

THE STORY OF "COS! FAN TUTTE" 

ACT I 

Don Alfonso, o cynlcol bachelor, discussing the constancy of women with Ferrondo and 
Guglielmo, involves them in a woger to test the virtues of their respective fiancees, Dorabella 
and Fiordiligi. Setting the plot in motion, Don Alfonso visits the girls, making them believe 
that their lovers have been ordered to the front, and soon the young officers bid the girls 
farewell. 

The saucy maid, Despina, advises the despondent ladies to console themselves with 
other suitors, and in disgust Dorabella and Fiordiligi deport. This gives Don Alfonso an op­
portunity to enlist Despina as an ally and Ferrondo and Guglielmo are introduced as " A l b a n ­
ians" to the unsuspecting ladies. The new suitors ore not well received and the ladies leave 
to lament their absent fiancees. The rejected Albanians subsequently take poison and Dora-
bello and Fiordiligi, moved by such devotion, relent a bit as o "doctor" restores the men to 
health. 

ACT II 

Despino's urgings persuade the ladies to amuse themselves wi th the Albanians. Gug­
lielmo, encouraged by Despina and Alfonso, woos Dorabella and gives her a locket. Fiordiligi, 
fu l l of misgivings, propc^es to join Guglielmo at the front. Ferrandb threatens to ki l l himself 
unless she vows her love, and Fiordiligi's resistance is overcome. 

A double wedding Is prepared and as the couples ore about to have their vows legaliz­
ed by a "no ta ry , " the return of the officers is announced. Panic-stricken, the ladies push 
their Albanian lovers into another room and greet Ferrondo ond Guglielmo who reappear in 
uni form. The men reveal their disguises, and accept the apologies of the repentant ladies. 
W i t h everything forgiven, the lovers ore re-united. 

Ferrando 

Guglielmo 

Don Alfonso 

Fiordiligi 

Dorabella 

Despina 

Maids and Villagers 

THERE W I L L BE A 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION BETWEEN ACTS 
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