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raising the servants’ salaries, hiring more servants and in general spending all his money.
As the curtain falls, Don Pasquale is completely overcome when he realizes that he will
have to pay for all this.

Act III, Scene I — The living room of Don Pasquale’s house

The third act opens with Don Pasquale sadly examining a mountain of bills. Norina enters,
declaiming that she is going to the theatre. When he tries to stop her, she thrashes him
mercilessly and leaves, carefully dropping a note.

Don Pasquale starts reading this note and to his surprise it is a letter arranging a rendezvous
for Sofronia (Norina) in the garden with her faithful lover. This is really too much. He calls
for Malatesta and begs that he come right away.

Malatesta arrives and is greeted by a very dejected Don Pasquale. He tells Malatesta how
unhappy he is about all the extra expenses and his displeasure with Sofronia (Norina). He
wishes now that Ernesto had married his Norina. Malatesta notes this. Pasquale now out-
lines a plan whereby he can surprise Sofronia (Norina) in the garden with her lover and
thus be rid of her.

Act III, Scene II — Don Pasquale’s garden

One can hear Ernesto singing a serenade in the distance, the signal to Norina of his presence.
Norina appears and they sing of their love. Ernesto exits just as Don Pasquale and Malatesta
appear. In vain Sofronia (Norina) tries to persuade Don Pasquale that she is alone in the
garden. Don Pasquale then orders her out of his house, stating that tomorrow a new wife will
enter, the wife of Ernesto. Malatesta calls Ernesto from the shadows and explains to him his
uncle’s decision to allowhim to marry Norina and also to receive a pension of 4,000 scudi a
year. Ernesto then announces that Norina and Sofronia are one and the same person, but
Don Pasquale is so relieved that he is out of his bogus contract that he gives them his blessing.
“The moral is very nice,” sings Norina. “It is stupid to get married in old age, thereby getting
into so much trouble.”

SYNOPSIS

The opera takes place in Rome during the early 19th Century.

Actl, Scene I — The living roomof Don Pasquale’s house
Scene II — Norina’s bedroom

Act II — The living room of Don Pasquale’s house.

Act III, Scene I — The living room of Don Pasquale’s house.

Scene Il — Don Pasquale’s garden.
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