“THE THREEPENNY OPERA"

by
Bertolt Brecht & Kurt Weill
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Thursday, August 6, 1981 - 8:00 p.n

Friday, August 7, 1981 - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 8, 1981 - 2:00 p.m.
& 8:00 p.m.

Eric Harvie Theatre

A Celebration of Young Talent
May through August 1981




THE BANFF CENTRE
presents

"THE THREEPENNY OPERA"
libretto by
Bertolt Brecht

music by

Kurt Weill
CAST:
Ballad Singer...... R e S S Peter T. DeVittorio
Peachum, a businessman........civevvvavuean Richard Groulx
Mrs. Peathum:: his WifB.. . esvirmrwinvvossuas Johanne Blouin
Polly, his daughter.. ................ Kirsten Lear-Lambert
Filche e R T TN S T AR .Nick Corley
BeGgars. v o v i s e .....Michael Beattie

Nicholas Colicos

Karen Derewianko

Kathleen A. Farley

Gina Hovorka

Lynda M. MacKenzie

Christopher Owens

Ron Wheatley

MacHeath, known as Mack the Knife,gangster.Douglas Tompos

His Gang: Math.. oussreemeamsnommsmnse sy e Aaron Sorkin
K1tty, h1s mo]] .................... Sharon Rosin
JAKE .. vi ittt i Chris Heyerdahl
Waltesmansrsrmanmmisssnylerets Michael Beattie
BOD oo senmacrasi s pems s e s mnm s Dan Zarrick
B | L venm iy s s s A s e Jordan Merkur
JIMMY.eenrenennnnn L v Robert Malcolm
Reverend wimbalTuuvinvnsmusmmnny o Peter T. DeVittorio
Tiger Brown, Chief Comm1ss:oner of Police....| Jgmes Finan
Lucy, his daughter ....................... Isabel Hornstein
Smith, his sargeant.......ooviiininnnrnnnann Robert Ursan

constableseives s seevewiaNicholas Col Ycos
Brodie Davison

Briony Glassco

Rick Naylor

Low-dive Jenny.......... Shseis e r e ssvesraausan  AISEIN
The Whores of Wapping: Betty......vovvvuennn Patricia Swan
Dolly....... SRR e Linda Rau

Molly.............. Clarice McCord
Vixen....vvevvuvvs....Jdane Moffat
Coaxer.......vveuva.....Lina Jeong

Thelr sistersaa. s cavavnians weessees..Kathleen A. Farley
Felicia Shulman

* * * * *

D EEC O v e ncasns bonimn pe s o aemneesnwehichard Williams
Musical Director and Conductor................Howard Cable
Assistant Music Director........vvevvvvveer....Paul Keenan
ChOrengraphy. .oi v svivei s snimsainn vaieeasv3s o s Valerie. Moore
Set & Lighting Designer................Neil Peter Jampolis
Costume Designer......veveeeeansarasaeneaa..Martin Johnson
ASSTStaANt: DIPECEOT, .0 o cpm e vmmceinmsestonsis s nisdoala NOVQUIY
Vocal Coach and Rehearsal Accompanist........Kerry McShane
Stage Manage . e . ceses nursonne s amss neesasssoara  NOFGUAY




Hazen . /Sis8icsimimeissseaisiss Assistant Stage Manager
Dennis W, MOYVES. e swrmesmmensnssons Assistant Set Designer
Beeky Brisben.... . vveiviinavis Assistant Lighting Designer

THE ORCHESTRA:

Dehnis COTNTEr: vu s canmmasivmsws samnmwisis Trumpet
Dennis Walker:iiissimminieiaiviii e amnmene Trumpet
Hatik, ZaNDBEN s e smre s et 2L Trombone
Jim Chew. o uavavisarsaaisivisaaa Guitar & Bass
| 525 { R U LV 57 | S Saxophone & Clarinet
e 8 R s Saxophone & Clarinet
Luc Michaud. ..o ieniiiiiiisiieeee e innnnnnns Bass
Breaq MUPray coeeeesess st s ses o Percussion
Judith Murray....oovviiiinninnnnnnen. Percussion
Paul Keenans,isssamainmvssavs darvvisssaertn Piano

PROGRAM NOTES

Written in 1928 and premiered in August that year, "The
Threepenny Opera" instantly became one of the greatest
hits of European Theatre of the '20's; this, despite a
catastrophic rehearsal period plagued by sickness and
technical problems. It has since enjoyed many commer-
cially successful revivals.

Brecht's cynical satire, like the "Beggar's Opera" by

John Gay from which it is derived, attacks the hypocrisy
and corruption of the decaying Weimar Republic by giving
the aims, ambitions and sometimes even the language of

the 'respectable' society to whores, beggars, and thieves.
Although set in London, the play is not historically
accurate. It is a London of Brecht's imagination - an
amalgam of Dickens, Kipling, and Edwardian Imperial
splendour, enterprise and poverty. A strong influence on
Brecht at this early stage of his career was cabaret and
street performance, thus the play's episodic revue quality.
In Weill's tonally ambiguous, jazz influenced music, Brecht
found the ideal partner for his own tough exuberant writing.

In "The Threepenny Opera", Peachum, the "Beggars' Friend",
plans to disrupt the Coronation by a 'Parade of Human
Misery" - it is something of a coincidence that in London
over the last ten days there have been riots and demon-
strations by the unemployed and the poor. At the same time
the Royal Family and its entourage have been preparing for
Prince Charles' wedding. As MacHeath says, "It is clear
proof that the world changeth not".

* * * * *

Souvenirs of the Banff Festival of the Arts 1981 will be
on sale in the foyer during intermission and after the
performance. There will also be a cash bar service avail-
able.
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