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PRELUDE

In the wings of a little theatre
built in a rich nobleman’s house in Vienna.
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OPERA

The stage as seen from the audience.
It shows the Island of Naxos.
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SYNOPSIS

A Viennese nobleman has engaged two troupes to perform for his dinner
guests: an opera company and a band of commedia dell’ arte buffoons. In
the bustle of preparation the nobleman’s majordomo throws both camps
into confusion by announcing that they must perform simultaneously to
leave time for fireworks. The young composer, unwillingly making cuts in
his precious opera while his teacher tries to pacify both the Primadonna
and the Tenor, is momentarily diverted by the charms of Zerbinetta, pert
comedienne of the Harlequinade. But despair overcomes him as he sees in
the Clowns a pollution of the holy art of music. Nevertheless, the opera
goes on: Ariadne, who has been deserted by Theseus and has retired to a
desert island to die, bewails the loss of her lover to a trio of sympathetic
sprites while Zerbinetta and her followers vainly offer consolation.
Zerbinetta in a spectacular aria dwells at some length on her own flexible
and receptive attitude toward love. The young god Bacchus, released from
the power of Circe, finds in Ariadne another and welcome bondage. She,
believing him at first to be Death, goes willingly to his arms. Zerbinetta
slyly approves.
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